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Annual Health Check

Standards for Better Health - Final Declaration

1.1 The Healthcare Commission exists to promote improvements in the quality of healthcare and public health in England and Wales. It is responsible for assessing the performance of each local NHS organisation and awarding an annual rating of that organisation’s performance.

1.2 In April 2005 the Healthcare Commission launched the Annual Health Check which replaces the NHS `star ratings’ assessment system and which looks at a broader range of issues than previously.

1.3 One of the main components of the Annual Health Check process for 2008.09 is Trust’s compliance against the core standards, as set out in the Department of Health’s document Standards for Better Health (July 2004). The standards cover seven `domains’ of activity: safety; care environment and amenities; clinical and cost effectiveness; governance; patient focus; accessible and responsive care; and public health. 

1.4 Responsibility is placed on NHS Trust Boards to make a self assessment and public declaration on the extent to which their organisation has met the core standards. These declarations are supplemented by comments from local authorities’ overview and scrutiny committees, local involvement networks, local safeguarding children boards, local learning disability partnership boards and the council of members. 
1.5 Trusts were required to submit a Final Declaration to the Care Quality Commission, who took over from the Healthcare Commission as the regulatory body, by 1st May 2009 on their compliance for the period 1 April 2008 to 31 March 2009. 

1.6
Further information about the Annual Health Check, including the assessment of core standards, can be found on the Care Quality Commission’s website at http://www.cqc.org.uk/ 
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